
 
 

Reading at Scotton 
Lingerfield Primary 

School 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



The importance of reading          
 
What the experts say 

 
 
 
 
 

Student A 
reads 20 minutes 

each day 
 

3600 minutes in  
a school year 

 
1,800,000 words 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

             = 90th percentile 
 

Student B 
Reads 5 minutes 

each day 
 

900 minutes in 
a school year 

 
282,000 words 

 
 
 
 
 

             = 50th percentile 

Student C 
Reads 1 minute 

each day 
 

180 minutes in 
a school year 

 
8000 words 

 
 

= 10th percentile 

Research shows that a child who reads every day does better at every stage of their education. 
 

     
 

 
 
 

“Phonics is the ladder the 

reader climbs, only to kick 

it away once it has been 

surmounted…. Phonics 

requires the reader to 

process every letter”. 

Nicholas Beilby 

“Reading is the one ability that, once set in 

motion, has the ability to feed itself. Readers read. 

Readers comprehend.” Michael Morpurgo 

“It’s not enough to simply teach pupils to read; we have to give them 

something worth reading. Something that will stretch their 

imaginations. Something that will help them make sense of their own 

lives and encourage them to reach out toward people whose lives are 

quite different from their own.” Katherine Paterson 

“A book is a gift you can open again 

and again.” Garrison Keillor 

“Reading should not be 
presented to children 
as a chore or duty.  It 
should be offered to 
them as a precious 
gift.”Kate DiCamillo 

 

“Children are made 

readers on the laps of 

their parents.” Emilie 

Buchwald 



Reading through school 
 

 
Overview 
 
At Scotton Lingerfield Primary School, we are committed to teaching our pupils to become skilled 
readers who develop a comprehensive understanding of words, language and texts as they move 
through school. They learn to read and then read to learn. Through using a range of strategies 
and providing quality texts, our aim is to ensure that pupils develop a love of reading so that they 
can read for purpose and pleasure.  
 
EYFS and KS1 

For a child to enjoy reading, they need to be able to access texts at their level. All individual and 
group reading books in reception and KS1 match the pupils’ phonic knowledge, ensuring all words 
can be decoded. The children will take their phonically decodable book home, or have an 
electronic version assigned, to practice reading fluently. Alongside the decodable book, all pupils 
will also bring home individual reading book. This is a ‘reading for pleasure’ book that the child 
chooses, to share with an adult at home.  

In reception and Year 1, all pupils are involved in group reading sessions three times a week. 
Additionally, When the pupils enter Year 2, group reading sessions gradually transition into whole-
class reading lessons.  

KS2  

In KS2, whole-class reading lessons are daily. Some of these sessions are centred around a high-
quality text, often linking closely with topics within their class.  Other sessions are linked to texts, 
books, lyrics etc relating to topical events. Specific reading skills are explicitly taught and 
practised. While reading skills are being taught explicitly, the reading content is relevant, inspiring 
and purposeful and becomes the driver for developing wider subject knowledge.  

All pupils in KS2 have their own individual reading book. There are a range of free choice books 
that the children can select from. In addition to this, we have created a list of core books covering 
a wide range of genre, including picture books, graphic novels, non-fiction information books, 
biographies, poetry and novels. These books have been specially selected to form part of their 
year group’s reading scheme. The children are expected to read ten of these books across each 
academic year.  

Reading is monitored through our reading journals which record the books and frequency/amount 
of reading carried out. Having high expectations is very important; all KS2 pupils are expected to 
read at home for 15 minutes a night.  

In addition to this, pupils may also be reading their own book from home, the local library or the 
main school library.  

 

 



Skilled readers 

Reading Vipers  

We use the term ‘VIPERS’ in all classes through school. Pupils are explicitly taught each skill 
through a range of high-quality texts and genres. The consistent approach when using terminology 
helps ensure pupils have a strong understanding and teachers have a specific focus in reading 
lessons.  

Vocabulary 

Infer 

Predict 

Explain 

Retrieve 

Sequence / summarise  

The Scarborough Reading Rope in Figure 1 out- lines the key elements which come together for a 
child to develop into a skilled reader. To address these skills, we teach phonics / spelling 
alongside language comprehension (VIPERS).  

 



Reading books in EYFS and KS1  
 

Individual and group reading books in the EYFS and KS1 progress according to their sound 
content. Each book is placed into a phase corresponding with the Little Wandle phonics 
programme used in school. In each phase, books progress by introducing new sounds whilst also 
revisiting previously learnt sounds. Pupils’ reading books are chosen according to their phonic 
ability. This is to ensure that all pupils can read the book rather than having to sound out every 
single grapheme as the latter often results in reluctant readers.  

In the front of each reading book, there is useful information for the reader and the listener. 
Phonemes that will be covered in the book are there ready to be practised, as well as the tricky 
and high-frequency words that are going to appear through the book. Ideally, when pupils come 
across these words, they do not need to sound out and should read them straight away. It also 
informs pupils and whomever is listening to them, which words cannot be decoded because they 
are tricky words and do not follow phonic patterns.  

At the back of each reading book, there are specific questions linked with various reading skills. 
This is something we really encourage to ensure the child has a good understanding of what they 
have just read and this also supports parents with their questioning.  

Our Phonically decodable books are from the Collins Big Cat range. They are aligned to the Little 
Wandle Phonics progression. All reading books are fully decodable up to the end of phase 5.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reception and Year 1 
 

 

Phonics  

Systematic synthetic phonics is taught using the Little Wandle programme throughout Reception and Year 
1. This is used to ensure the pupils are taught new phonemes in a particular order using the four-part 
lesson format: revise, teach, practise and apply. Whole-class teaching takes place on a daily basis.  

A new sound is taught daily using flashcards and some interactive resources. Every lesson also 
incorporates an element of writing.  

Lessons are kept fast-paced and usually last no more than 30 minutes: this is to ensure that all pupils are 
fully engaged and enjoying their phonics learning.  

Formative assessment takes place during all phonics lessons, quickly identifying who has and has not 
picked up a new sound, informing future planning. Summative assessment takes place at least half-termly. 
Knowledge of each sound is checked, as well as the child being able to apply this when reading words.  

Phonics does not stand alone at Scotton Lingerfield Primary School. We integrate this into many areas of 
the curriculum, referring back to sounds and strategies wherever possible.  

Pupils who are making slow progress are identified quickly and intervention is immediately put into place, 
alongside the usual phonics teaching.  

Phase 2 phonics teaching starts as soon as the pupils start full-time in reception. Phase 2 introduces 24 
phonemes and we teach 4 a week. During this phase, we begin oral blending and segmenting before 
moving on to blending and segmenting with letters. Phase 1 is ongoing through Reception, mainly in our 
provision areas.  

We then move on to teaching phase 3 which introduces more new sounds, most of which are digraphs and 
trigraphs. By the end of phase 3, the pupils will know one way of writing down each of the 44 phonemes.  

Once the pupils are secure in applying phase 3 sounds, we begin teaching phase 4. This continues to 
consolidate phase 3 phonemes and teaches the pupils how to read and spell words with longer word 
structures e.g. CCVC, CVCC & CCCVC.  

In year 1, pupils continue their phonics learning as soon as they arrive, usually recapping the phase 3 
digraphs and trigraphs. Phase 5 phonics is then taught from week 2 in September. Phase 5 phonics must 
be covered by the end of the Spring term to ensure they have consolidation time before the screening 
check in June.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Early Reading  

Group reading  

In order for pupils to apply their phonic knowledge, they read in small groups, with an adult, three 
times a week. At Scotton Lingerfield Primary, we create an ethos whereby books are enjoyed and 
the pupils are enthusiastic about their learning. The children are grouped based upon their current 
phonic knowledge. The class teacher carefully selects the book. Over the course of the week, the 
groups read their book three times, each time focussing on a different aspect of reading..  

Before we open the book, we:  

• Read the graphemes that will be  
covered in the book,  
Read the tricky words and any  
check our understanding of new  
vocabulary, 

• Make a connection with the book:  
have we read anything like this  
before? Has anyone been to a  
farm before? I wonder if we are  
going to enjoy this book? Why?  

 

 

Weekly group reading plan  

 

Read 
1  

Decoding the book  

Pupils use their phonic knowledge to decode the words on the pages. The focus is solely 
on this rather than comprehension and understanding.  

Read 
2  

Reading for speed and fluency/prosody 

This is another opportunity for the pupils to apply their phonic knowledge but slightly 
quicker. Pupils should recognise some of the words the second time round. Adults should 
model prosody (intonation, expression, pausing and phrasing) when they read.  

Read 
3  

Comprehension  

This time, the pupils read the book again but, by now, they are quite familiar with the words. 
We ask the pupils what they think about what is happening as they read: do they 
understand what they are reading?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Individual reading  

Pupils are individually assessed on their phonics knowledge and a book is assigned to them to 
read at home. We ensure that each child is reading a book that is accessible for them at their 
level, so that the child can read it and enjoy it. We also encourage the children to choose a book 
independently, from the ‘reading for pleasure’ books, which they can share with an adult at home. 

Our aim is to ensure enough time is given for all pupils to revisit the aspects covered in their three 
reading sessions in school: decoding, fluency and comprehension. We want the child to read the 
book over and over again, allowing them to increase in confidence and therefore increasing the 
level of enjoyment. We then expect the pupils to have some understanding of what they have 
read. Parents meetings through the year share how this can be done effectively at home.  

Year 1 whole class reading lessons  

All pupils are explicitly taught key reading skills. We follow a three-step process with this too: I DO, 
WE DO, YOU DO. The teacher models the skill, explaining what and why they are doing this. The 
pupils then do this together in small groups or pairs and then are expected to apply this 
understanding to some independent activities. The teaching focus each lesson is on one of the 
VIPERS framework strands.  

A range of different activities are used to teach and practise these reading skills. We aim to make 
it as enjoyable as possible whilst sharing the importance of being able to do each aspect.  

 
 
We encourage all children to enjoy the books in our class library.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Year 2 

 

Phonics / spelling  

From Year 2, we expect all children to be fluent in their knowledge and use of phonics. Children 
begin to learn spelling patterns following the Headstart spelling programme which then continues 
throughout school.  

Group reading  

Early in year 2, pupils read within small groups once or twice a week, reading a book that is 
appropriate for their reading level. Within these groups, the pupils read the book as well as talking 
and discussing their opinions and feelings with the teacher. This creates a real chance for the 
pupils to understand what they are reading and clear up any misconceptions. We focus our theme 
of questioning on the VIPERS framework strands.  

We also focus our teaching on the National Curriculum and the end of KS1 English Reading 
framework. We use this to assess the pupils each time they complete a group reading session.  

Whole Class Reading Sessions  

We have whole-class reading sessions three times a week, moving to 5 times a week in the 
Spring term. Our sessions are based around a text that is initially unfamiliar to the pupils. The 
teaching focus each lesson is on one of the VIPERS framework strands. We use questioning and 
activities to develop one of these skills each lesson. The pupils take part in activities or answer 
comprehension/test style questions within their reading exercise books each session.  

Individual reading at home  

Pupils continue to progress through the KS1 reading scheme at their own pace and reading level. 
The pupils are exposed to a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction books, which broadens their 
knowledge, vocabulary and interest. There are opportunities to change their book two times a 
week.  

Once children are fluent in phonics, they are able to choose books from the Key stage 2 library. 
This gives the child more freedom to choose a book which the class teacher closely monitors. This 
is very similar to the KS2 reading scheme, however, the pupils are supervised more closely when 
choosing a book. This prepares them for Year 3. If a child needs further support to meet the age-
related expectations, they will read to an adult in school on a regular basis.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lower Key Stage 2       

In Lower KS2, pupils read a variety of quality texts in order to develop their reading skills.  

 

Introducing a new text—arousing curiosity and making predictions  

Pupils can be hooked into a new text or story through  
showing only part of the title page, sharing key words  
from the blurb and solving anagrams of the book title.  
This arouses curiosity, provides opportunities to make  
predictions and engage any prior knowledge, looking  
in isolation at key words and paving the way for  
reading the book.  

 

 

Whole class reading, building vocabulary and developing 
fluency  

Through techniques such as pupils read the text together.  
New words are decoded using phonic knowledge and,  
through dialogic discussion, we are able to agree definitions  
of unfamiliar vocabulary. Plot and key events are discussed,  
questioned and summarised as pupils work together and  
independently to deepen their comprehension of the text.  

 

 

Dialogic Talk as a tool for engaging with the text.  

Talk and discussion play a central role in deepening understanding and comprehension. Pupils 
discuss questions which require them to draw on evidence from the text and justify their answers. 
They are free to disagree and work hard to justify their choices. Through this process, a 
cumulative effect deepens understanding and comprehension and prompts pupils to probe their 
understanding of the text.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Utilising a range of activities to make comprehension and reading fun  

Independent and group reading challenges provide pupils with different ways of 
developing their comprehension skills. The use of graphic organisers to make 
predictions, summarise the text, retrieve information and justify choices is one 
way that pupils engage with texts. Responding to ‘True/False/Prove It’ statements promotes 
retrieval skills and discussion. Writing book reviews for publication prompts pupils to summarise 
what they have read and reflect upon their personal responses.  

 

Using drama as a tool for deepening engagement and inspiring creativity  

Through a range of drama techniques,  
pupils are provided with opportunities to  
further their comprehension and understanding  
of texts and engage on a deeper level with the  
characters that they encounter. Texts provide a  
departure point into creative story-making and  
give pupils opportunities to deal with broader  
themes.  
 

Vocabulary across the curriculum  

Pupils discuss new words and build a wider understanding of vocabulary through building word 
families and exploring the meaning and etymology of different words. This provides a wider 
context to learning and enables pupils to make connections to prior and future knowledge. Subject 
specific and technical vocabulary is introduced and phonic knowledge from EYFS and KS1 is 
applied to develop fluency and understanding.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Upper Key Stage 2    

 

In Upper KS2, the pupils continue to explore a wide range of high-quality texts in sessions 
designed to improve their comprehension skills, deepen their understanding of texts and enthuse 
them to write.  

Choice of text  

The majority of texts are chosen to align with our topics.  
This enables the pupils to connect with what they are  
learning, and what they are reading, at a deeper level  
and strengthens their engagement with both. Other texts  
are also used to ensure that the pupils experience a  
variety of genres and that they are able to apply their  
skills to more unfamiliar subjects.  

 

Focused reading sessions  

Each of our reading sessions are based around the 
VIPERS system and are carefully designed to give the 
pupils the opportunity to develop these skills in ways 
which are interesting and challenging. This includes 
working individually, with partners, with small groups and 
as a whole class. These sessions can also link directly 
into the writing that the pupils produce.  

 

 

Dialogic Talk  

In reading, much of our learning takes place through talk, discussion and debates. We dive deeply 
into the themes and concepts within texts, deciding whether we agree or disagree with a variety of 
statements. Through the use of dialogic talk, we are encouraged to explore a range of 
perspectives. At all times, we use evidence drawn from the texts to support our arguments and it is 
expected that pupils are able to explain their thinking.  

 
 

 

  

 

 



Reading at home  
 
As well as borrowing free choice books  
from the class library, there are a selection 
of core books covering a wide range of genre,  
including picture books and graphic novels,  
non-fiction information books, biographies,  
poetry and novels. These books have been  
specially selected to form part of their year  
group’s reading scheme. The children are  
expected to read ten of these books across  
each academic year. 

 

Learning through drama  

As in the rest of school, drama forms an important part of how we teach English. Class texts 
provide us with starting points which we then use to ignite the pupils’ imaginations through drama. 
By exploring new ideas and concepts in this way, the pupils are able to improve their 
understanding of texts as well as their engagement with the writing that emerges from the drama.  

 

Reading partnership  

In both Year 5 and Year 6, we are in the process of establishing reading partnership programmes 
with younger pupils in the school. Each member of Upper KS2 will have a partner from KS1 with 
whom they read on a weekly basis. Not only will this support the learning of the pupils from 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, but it will also provide the older pupils with the opportunity to think 
about questioning. In turn, this will support the improvement of their comprehension skills.  

This will be established when the current restrictions are lifted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Class reading                   

 
 

In KS2, there is a selection of core books, which have been carefully chosen. These cover a wide 
range of genre. The expectation is that children will read ten books from this list across the 
academic year. This helps to ensure that children are accessing a broad range of text types during 
their time in school. Pupils can read the books in any order. Once they have read one of these 
titles, we encourage them to review the books for their peers. 

 

 

 

 

The children keep track of their reading in their reading journals and planners.  

While we expect pupils to work through ten of the titles in the reading scheme over the course of 
the year, we are also mindful of empowering the pupils with the flexibility to follow their own 
interests too. They may also choose books from the main class library or titles from home. With 
these titles, we have the expectation that the pupils will also keep a note in their reading records to 
track progress.  

Across school, we expect pupils to keep a copy of their reading book on their desk at all times - 
they are encouraged to dip into it when they have a spare moment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Core books 2020 Year 3 

 

Fiction and Poetry 
Adventure Real Life Sport Fantasy Other Cultures/ 

diversity 
Animal Stories 

The Firework 
Maker’s Daughter 
by Phillip Pullman 

 
Fortunately the 

Milk By Neil 
Gaiman 

 
Ice Palace  by 

Robert Swindells 

Cool by Michael 
Morpurgo 

The boy with 
Lightning Feet by 

Sally Gardner 

The Minpins by 
Roald Dahl 

 
The Abominables 
by Eva Ibbotson 

 
Beaver Towers by 

Nigel Hinton 
 

The Tale of 
Despereaux by 
Kate DiCamillo 

 

Grandpa Chatterji 
by Jamila Gavin 

 
Shine by Sarah 

Asuquo 
 

Azzi in Between by 
Sarah Garland 

 
Same, Same but 

Different by Jenny 
Kostecki-Shaw 

 

The Butterfly Lion 
by Michael 
Morpurgo 

 
Cat Tales: Ice Cat 
by Linda Newberry 

 
The Sheep-pig by 
Dick King Smith 

 
The Battle of 
Bubble and 

Squeak by Phillipa 
Pearce 

 

 
Fiction and Poetry 

Scary stories Short stories 
Series 

Myths and  
Legends 

Historical Fiction Classics Graphic Novels 

The Legend of 
Podkin One-Ear by 

Kieran Larwood 

The Shakespeare 
stories by Andrew 

Matthews 

The Tale of 
Wisdom and 

Wonder by Hugh 
Lupton 

Secrets of a Sun 
King by Emma 

Carroll 

Winnie the Pooh 
by AA Milne 

 
The Lion, the 
Witch and the 

Wardrobe by CS 
Lewis 

 
The Hundred and 
One Dalmations 
by Dodie Smith 

Asterix by 
Goscinny and 

Uderzo 

 
Fiction and Poetry 

Science 
Fiction 

Picture Books Poetry Poetry 
Anthology 

The Iron Man 
by Ted Hughes 

The Red Tree 
By Shaun Tan 

A book of 
Nonsense by 
Edward Lear 

 
Let’s Celebrate 

by Debjani 
Chatterjee 

 

Michael 
Rosen’s a-z 

from Agard to 
Zephanian 

 
Non Fiction  Biography 

All abord the 
Discovery Express 
by Emily Hawkins 

The Ology Series 
Dragonology  
Egyptology 

By Dugald Steer 

Stories for Kids 
who Dare to be 
different by Ben 

Brooks 

On a Beam of 
Light – A Story of 
Albert Einstein by 

Jenny Beme 

William 
Shakespeare by 
Rosie Dickens 

101 Awesome 
Women who 
Changed our 
World by Julia 

Adams 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Debjani+Chatterjee&text=Debjani+Chatterjee&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books-uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Debjani+Chatterjee&text=Debjani+Chatterjee&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books-uk


Core books 2020 Year 4 
 

 

Fiction 
Adventure Real Life Sport Fantasy Other 

Cultures/diversity 
Animal Stories 

Tilly and the Time 
Machine by Adrian 

Edmondson 
 

The Turbulent 
Term of Tyke Tiler 

by Gene Kemp 
 

The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward 

Tulane 
Journey to the 

River Sea by Eva 
Ibbotson 

Heidi by Jahanna 
Spyri 

 

Over the Line by 
Tom Plamer 

How to Train your 
Dragon by 

Cressida Cowell 
 

The Snow 
Walker’s Son by 
Catherine Fisher 

 
Kindlekrax by 
Phillip Ridley 

 

Brightstorm by 
Varshti Hardy 

 
Boy Overboard by 
Morris Gleizman 

 
The Invisible Boy 
by Trudy Ludwig 

Animals of 
Farthing Wood by 

Colin Dann 
 

Sky Hawk by Gill 
Lewis 

 
The Amazing story 
of Adolphus Tips 

by Michael 
Morpurgo 

 

Fiction  
Scary 

stories/mysteries 
Myths and  
Legends 

Historical Fiction Classics Graphic Novels 

Coraline by Neil 
Gaiman 

 
Dead Man’s Cove 
by Lauren St John 

Who let the Gods 
out? By Maz 

Evans 

Escape from 
Rome by Caroline 

Lawrence 
 

Why the Whales 
Came by Michael 

Morpurgo 

Swallows and 
Amazons by 

Arthur Ransome 
 

Charlotte’s Webb 
by EB White 

Where the Poppies 
now Grow by Hilary 

Robinson 
 

The sound of 
Silence by Katrina 

Goldsaito 
 

Weasels by Elys 
Dolan 

 
Fiction and Poetry 

Other Fiction Picture Books Poetry 
Bill’s new Frock 
by Anne Fine 

 
Perry Angel’s 
Suitcase by 

Glenda Millard 

Voices in the Park 
by Anthony Browne 

 
The Journey by 
Aaron Becker 

Gargling with Jelly 
by Brian Patten 

 
Non Fiction  Biography 
Pebble in my 

pocket: A History 
of our Earth by 

Meredith Cooper 
 

Story Worlds: A 
moment in time:  a 
perpetual picture 

atlas 

Good night stories 
for Rebel Girls by 

Elena Favilli 
 

Stories for Boys 
who Dare to be 
Different by Ben 

Brooks 

Survivors by David 
Long 

Fantastically Great 
Women Who 

made History by 
Kate Pankhurst 

My Story by 
Benjamin 
Zephaniah 

Grayfriars Bob by 
Richard Brassey 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Core books 2020 Year 5 
 

 
 

Fiction and Poetry 
Adventure Real Life Sport Fantasy Other 

Cultures/diversity 
Animal Stories 

Adventure collection 
by Bear Grylls 

 
Hatchet by Gary 

Paulsen 
 

Beetle Boy by M G 
Leonard 

The silence seeker 
by Ben Morley 

 
Shackleton’s Journey 

by William Grill 

The Fastest boy in 
the world by 

Elizabeth Laird 
 

Crossover by Kwame 
Alexander 

 
Chase for the 

Championship by 
James Steptowe 

The Secret of 
Platform 13 by Eva 

Ibbotson 
 

Floodland by Marcus 
Sedgwick 

 
Artemis Fowl by Eoin 

Colfer 
 

Varjak Paw by SF 
Said 

The Wolf Wilder by 
Katherine Rundell 

 
The Bubble Boy by 

Stewart Foster 
 

The White Giraffe by 
Lauren St John 

 

 
Fiction and Poetry 

Scary 
stories/mysteries 

Short stories 
Series 

Myths and  
Legends 

Historical Fiction Classics Graphic Novels 

Dial a ghost by Eva 
Ibbotson 

 
Room 13 by Robert 

Swindells 
 

The Graveyard Book 
by Neil Garman 

Mayan Folktales by 
James Sexton 

 
Amazing stories of 

Women in Space by 
Libby Jackson 

Beowolf by Michael 
Morpurgo 

 
The Saga of Eric the 

Viking by Terry 
Jones 

Street Child by Bertie 
Doherty 

 
My Secret War diary 
by Marcia Williams 

 
The Wolves of 

Willoughby Chase by 
Joan Aiken 

 

Black Beauty by 
Anna Sewell 
 
Danny Champion of 
the World by Roald 
Dahl 
 
Tom’s Midnight 
Garden by Phillipa 
Pearce 
 
The Midnight Fox by 
Betsy Bryars 
 
Stig of the Dump by 
Clive King 

Artemis Fowl by Eoin 
Colfer 

 
Artemis Fowl – the 
Arctic Incident by 

Eoin Colfer 
 

Tom’s Midnight 
Garden by Phillipa 

Pearce 
 

The City of Ember by 
Jeanne DuPrau 

 

 
Fiction and Poetry 

Other Fiction Picture Books Poetry 
There’s a Boy in the 
Girls’ bathroom by 

Louis Sacher 

FArTHER by Grahame 
Baker-Smith 

 
Greenling by Levi 

Pinfold 
 

The fantastic flying 
books of Mr Morris 
Lessmore by W E 

Joyce 

Silly verse for Kids by 
Spike Milligan 

 
Non Fiction  Biography 

Human Journey by Alice Roberts A range of books linked to topics Boy by Raold Dahl 
Going Solo by Roald 

Dahl 

Explorers: Amazing tales of the 
World’s Greatest Adventures 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Core books 2020 Year 6 
 

 

Fiction 
Adventure Real Life Sport Fantasy Other 

Cultures/diversity 
Animal Stories 

Holes By Louis 
Sacher 

 
Cogheart by Peter 

Bunzl 
 

The Girl of Ink and 
Stars by Kiran 

Millwood 
 

Tell me no lies by 
Malorie Blackman 

 
Race to the Frozen 
North by Catherine 

Johnson 
 

Rugby Spirit by 
Gerard Siggins 

 
Rugby Warrior by 
Gerrard Siggins 

 
Rugby Rebel by 
Gerard Siggins 

 
Kick by Mitch 

Johnson 
 

Soldier’s game by 
James Killgore 

His Dark Materials 
trilogy by Phillip 
Pullman 
 
Mortal engines by 
Phillip Reeve 
The  
 
Weathermonger by 
Peter Dickinson 
 

Journey to Jo’burg by 
Beverley Naidoo 

 
Oranges in No Man’s 

Land by Elizabeth 
Laird 

 
A pocketful of Stars 

by Aisha Bushby 

The Donkey who 
carried the wounded 

by Jackie French 

 

Fiction  
Scary 

stories/mysteries/ 
crime 

Myths and  
Legends 

Historical Fiction Classics Graphic Novels 

Hacker by Malorie 
Blackman 

 
Eren by Simon P 

Clark 
 

Phoenix by SF Said 
 

Letters from the 
Lighthouse by Emma 

Carroll 
 

Clockwork by Phillip 
Pulman 

Magnus Chase and 
the Sword of 

Summer by Rick 
Riordian 

Goodnight Mister 
Tom by Michelle 

Magorian 
 

Stop the Train by G 
MaCaughrean 
The Machine 

Gunners by Robert 
Westall 

When we were 
Warriors by Emma 

Carroll 
Wolf Hollow by 
Lauren Wolk 

The Hobbit by JRR 
Tolkein 
 
The Borrowers by 
Mary Norton 
 
Carrie’s War by Nina 
Bawden 
Skellig by David 
Almond 
Fireweed by Jill 
Paton Walsh 
 

The Promise by 
Nicola Davies 

 
The Hobbit by JRR 

Tolkein 
 

Northern Lights Vol 
1 by Phillip Pullman 

 
Northern Lights Vol 
2 by Phillip Pullman 

The Golden 
Compass by Phillip 

Pullman 
 

Illegal by Eoin 
Colfer 

 
Fiction and Poetry 

Other Fiction Picture Books Poetry 
Pig Heart Boy by 
Malorie Blackman 

 
The Boy who sailed 

the Ocean in an 
Armchair by Lara 

Williamson 
 

River Boy by Tim 
Bowler 

The Arrival by Shaun 
Tan 

Inside out and back 
again by Thanhha Lai 

 
Rhythm and poetry by 

Karl Nova 
 

Poems to Live your 
Life by  by Chris 

Riddell 

 
Non Fiction  Biography 

A world of information by 
Richard Platt 

 
A World of Cities by James 

Brown 
 

The Way things Work Now by 
David Macauley 

Little people, Big dreams series 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Glossary of Terms                                
When working with the pupils at school, we use appropriate and accurate technical vocabulary 
and terminology. We believe this to be important as developing language and reading is about the 
business of words and the world is full of big words.  
 
Adjacent consonants—Two (or three) letters making two (or three) sounds. E.g. the first three 
letters of strap are adjacent consonants. Previously known as a consonant cluster.  
 
Blending - The process of using phonics for reading. Pupils identify and synthesise/blend the pho- 
nemes in order to make a word. E.g. s-n-a-p, blended together, reads snap.  
 
Consonant digraph - Two consonants which make one sound. E.g. sh, ch, th, ph  
 
CVC, CCVCC etc. - The abbreviations used for consonant-vowel-consonant and consonant- 
consonant-vowel-consonant-consonant words, used to describe the order of sounds. E.g. cat, ship 
and sheep are all CVC words. Black and prize could be described as CCVC words.  
 
Dialogic teaching - dialogic teaching harnesses the power of talk to stimulate and extend 
students’ thinking and advance their learning and understanding. It empowers the student for 
lifelong learning and active citizenship and is characterised by, amongst other things, a classroom 
climate that values and encourages exchanges between teachers and students which chain 
together into coherent and deepening lines of enquiry.  
 
Digraph - a combination of two letters representing one sound, as in ‘ph’ and ‘ay’.  
 
Etymology - the study of the origin of words and the way in which their meanings have changed 
throughout history. Research shows that looking at word etymology prompts pupils to become 
‘word curious’. It also means that, instead of learning one word at a time ,they will have the keys to 
decode many more words as they encounter them in their reading.  
 
Grapheme - A letter or group of letters representing one sound (phoneme) E.g. ck, igh, t, sh  
 
Morphology - morphological awareness is an understanding that prefixes and suffixes can be 
added or taken away to change the meaning of a word. Knowledge of morphemes can make 
spelling of com- plex words or spelling exceptions easier for students to remember. It enables 
pupils to identify root words and build word families effectively.  
 
Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound in a word. 
Split digraph— A split digraph is a digraph that is split by a consonant. Usually a long vowel 
sound,  
e.g. ‘a-e’ (cake), ‘i-e’ (five), ‘o-e’ (code), 'e-e' (sphere) and ‘u-e’ (rule).  
 
Synthesising - The process of using phonics for reading. Pupils identify and synthesise/blend the 
phonemes in order to make a word. E.g. s-n-a-p, blended together, reads snap.  
 
Synthetic Phonics - is a way of teaching reading. Pupils are taught to read letters or groups of 
letters by saying the sound(s) they represent. Pupils can then start to read words by blending 
(synthesising) the sounds together to make a word.  
 
Trigraph—Three letters which together make one sound. E.g. igh 
 
Vowel digraph - A digraph in which at least one of the letters is a vowel E.g. ea, ay, ai, ar  
 


